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Evidence 1: Accreditor Correspondence 
This section includes official communication between Haywood Community College and 
its current institutional accreditor, the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools 
Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC), from the past 12 months. These documents include 
substantive change requests, accreditation status reports, financial reviews, and 
responses to inquiries. Below is a summary of the included correspondence: 

Date To From Document Title Area 
2025-05-12 HCC SACSCOC Acknowledge Intent to Change 

Accreditor 
Accreditation 
Status 

2025-05-07 SACSCOC HCC Notice to SACSCOC of intent 
to transition to HLC 

Accreditation 
Status 

2025-03-14 SACSCOC HCC ProgramNew_AAS in IT AI 
(A25590AI) - Approved 

Substantive 
Change 

2025-02-28 SACSCOC HCC 
Close Criminal Justice 
Technology Certificate 
(C55180CC) - Approved 

Substantive 
Change 

2025-02-28 SACSCOC HCC 
Close Business Administration 
Certificate (C25120SB) - 
Approved 

Substantive 
Change 

2025-01-23 HCC SACSCOC Confirmation of Completion of 
Enrollment 2024 

Enrollment 
Profile 

2025-01-07 HCC SACSCOC 
Reopen Criminal Justice 
Technology Certificate 
(C55180EM) - Accepted 

Substantive 
Change 

2024-12-18 HCC SACSCOC Fifth-Year Report Findings 
(Pending Response1) 

Accreditation 
Status 

2024-12-17 SACSCOC HCC 
Reopen Criminal Justice 
Technology Certificate 
(C55180EM) - Letter 

Substantive 
Change 

2024-12-17 SACSCOC HCC 
Close Criminal Justice 
Technology Certificate 
(C55180CC) - Letter 

Substantive 
Change 

2024-12-17 SACSCOC HCC Close Business Administration 
Certificate (C25120SB) - Letter 

Substantive 
Change 

2024-12-17 SACSCOC HCC ProgramNew_AAS in IT AI 
(A25590AI) 

Substantive 
Change 

2024-12-17 SACSCOC HCC ProgramNew_AAS in PA 
(A55480) (Pending Response2) 

Substantive 
Change 

2024-08-30 SACSCOC HCC Fifth-Year Interim Report 
Upload Complete 

Accreditation 
Status 
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2024-06-14 HCC SACSCOC Completed 2024 Financial 
Profile and Indicators 

Financial 
Profile 

2024-06-05 HCC SACSCOC 
RE: Question About Faculty 
Oversight of Program Question 

 

1 HCC has been asked to submit a Referral Report by 2025-09-08 to address several 
standards. The College is currently reviewing the feedback and preparing a comprehensive 
institutional response.  

2 HCC submitted a formal Substantive Change request to SACSCOC to establish Public 
Administration associate and diploma programs. At this time, the College is awaiting an 
official response from SACSCOC regarding the request. 
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2025-05-07_Notice to SACSCOC of intent to transition to HLC 
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2025-03-14_ProgramNew_AAS in IT AI (A25590AI) - Approved 
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2025-02-28_Close Criminal Justice Technology certificate (C55180CC) - 
Approved 
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2025-02-28_Close Business Administration Certificate (C25120SB) - 
Approved 
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2025-01-23_Confirmation of Completion of Enrollment 2024 
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2025-01-07_Reopen Criminal Justice Technology Certificate 
(C55180EM) - Accepted 
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2024-12-18_Fifth-Year Report Findings 
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2024-12-17_Reopen Criminal Justice Technology Certificate 
(C55180EM) - Letter 
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2024-12-17_Close Criminal Justice Technology Certificate (C55180CC) - 
Letter 
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2024-12-17_Close Business Administration Certificate (C25120SB) - 
Letter 
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2024-12-17_ProgramNew_AAS in IT AI (A25590AI) 



 36 Return to Table of Contents 

 



 37 Return to Table of Contents 

2024-12-17_ProgramNew_AAS in PA (A55480) 
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2024-08-30_Fifth-Year Interim Report Upload Complete 
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2024-06-14_Completed 2024 Financial Profile and Indicators 
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2024-06-05_RE: Question About Faculty Oversight of Program 
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Evidence 2: Accreditation Confirmation 
As of the date of this application, Haywood Community College is accredited by the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC). This 
accreditation is verified in the U.S. Department of Education’s Database of Accredited 
Postsecondary Institutions and Programs (DAPIP), where the college is listed as an 
institution in good standing. 

The DAPIP profile screenshot provided below confirms both the college’s current 
accreditation status and the identity of its accrediting agency. This meets the HLC 
requirement for documentation from a U.S. Department of Education-recognized 
accreditor historically classified as a regional accreditor. 
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Evidence 3: Reaffirmation of Accreditation 
Haywood Community College’s history of reaffirmation of accreditation is documented in 
the U.S. Department of Education’s Database of Accredited Postsecondary Institutions and 
Programs (DAPIP). 

Please refer to the DAPIP profile screenshot provided in Evidence 2: Accreditation 
Confirmation, which confirms the institution’s continuing accreditation by the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC), including 
reaffirmation events. This documentation meets the HLC requirement for evidence of at 
least one reaffirmation of accreditation. 

 

Evidence 4: Sanctions or Negative Actions Status 
Haywood Community College has not been placed on sanction, show-cause order, or 
other similar negative actions by its institutional accreditor within the past five years. 
Additionally, there are no pending actions of this nature. 

This status is confirmed in the U.S. Department of Education’s Database of Accredited 
Postsecondary Institutions and Programs (DAPIP). Please refer to the DAPIP profile 
screenshot provided in Evidence 2: Accreditation Confirmation, which shows the college is 
in good standing with the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on 
Colleges (SACSCOC). This meets HLC’s requirement for documentation of a positive 
accreditation history. 

 

Evidence 5: FSA Approval 
The U.S. Department of Education, Office of Federal Student Aid (FSA) has reviewed and 
approved Haywood Community College’s request to change its institutional accrediting 
agency from the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges 
(SACSCOC) to the Higher Learning Commission (HLC). 

A copy of the official letter from the U.S. Department of Education is included below as 
documentation. This approval meets HLC’s requirement for evidence from FSA supporting 
the institution’s transition to HLC accreditation. 
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Evidence 6: Substantial Presence Worksheet 
The completed Substantial Presence Worksheet for Haywood Community College is 
included below. 
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Evidence 7: Incorporation Evidence 
Haywood Community College is legally authorized to operate as a public institution within 
the North Carolina Community College System (NCCCS). This authority is granted and 
regulated by the State Board of Community Colleges under North Carolina law and 
administrative code. The following statutes and codes demonstrate this legal foundation: 

• G.S. 115D-5 – This statute authorizes the State Board to regulate all aspects of 
community college operations, including the approval of curricula and the awarding 
of degrees, diplomas, and certificates. It confirms that colleges like Haywood 
Community College operate under formal state authority and must meet quality and 
accountability standards set by the Board. 

• 1A SBCCC 300.1 – This rule provides definitions that establish the framework for 
community college governance. It includes the definition of “service area,” which 
confirms that colleges like Haywood Community College are assigned geographic 
regions within the state of NC where they are responsible for delivering educational 
services. 

• 1A SBCCC 300.3 – This rule assigns each college a specific service area. Haywood 
Community College is officially designated to serve Haywood County, NC, 
confirming its geographic and operational authority within the state’s community 
college system. 

These statutes and codes together confirm that Haywood Community College is fully 
authorized under state law to operate in and serve Haywood County, NC, which is within 
the jurisdiction of the Higher Learning Commission. 
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1A SBCCC 300.1 
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1A SBCCC 300.3  
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Evidence 8: Degree Authorization 
Haywood Community College is legally authorized to award degrees as a public institution 
within the North Carolina Community College System (NCCCS). This authority is granted 
and regulated by the State Board of Community Colleges under North Carolina law and 
administrative code. The following administrative code, in conjunction with Evidence 8, 
demonstrates this legal foundation: 

• 1D SBCCC 400.6 – This rule outlines the process by which the State Board approves 
degree, diploma, and certificate programs. It ensures that all of Haywood 
Community College’s academic programs are reviewed, approved, and held to state 
standards. It also provides criteria for program termination, ensuring continued 
oversight and accountability. 

These statutes and codes together confirm that Haywood Community College is fully 
authorized under state law to award degrees, and that its programs are subject to formal 
approval and oversight. This satisfies the HLC requirement for documentation showing 
legal authorization to operate as a degree-granting institution. 

 

 

1D SBCCC 400.6 
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Evidence 9: Educational Programs 
A complete list of educational programs offered by Haywood Community College is 
included below. This list identifies all active programs during AY 2024-2025 and indicates 
which are delivered through distance education, correspondence education, or in-person 
instruction. 

This documentation meets the HLC requirement to provide an inventory of all programs 
currently offered by the institution. 
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Evidence 10: Enrollment Summary 
Enrollment data for all educational programs offered by Haywood Community College is 
provided in Evidence 9: Educational Programs. The summary provides current enrollment 
figures for AY 2024-2025 by program, location, and mode of delivery (in-person, distance, 
or correspondence education). 

This documentation satisfies the HLC requirement for reporting current enrollments across 
all program offerings. 

 

Evidence 11: Accreditor Relationships 
Haywood Community College maintains recognized and compliant relationships with both 
its institutional and programmatic accreditors. The table below provides an inventory of all 
current accreditors and their status: 

Accreditor Program Status Expiration Date 
Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools 
Commission on Colleges 
(SACSCOC) 

Institutional In Good Standing June 2029 

Medical Assisting 
Education Review Board 
(MAERB) 

Programmatic: 
Medical Assisting 

In Good Standing Spring 2030 

National Association for 
the Education of Young 
Children (NAEYC) 

Programmatic: 
Early Childhood 
Education 

In Good Standing July 2029 

National Institute for 
Metalworking Skills 
(NIMS) 

Programmatic: 
Computer-
Integrated 
Machining 
Technology 

In Good Standing February 2026 

North Carolina Board of 
Nursing (NCBON) 

Programmatic: 
Nursing 

In Good Standing* Annual 

Society of American 
Foresters (SAF) 

Programmatic: 
Forestry 

Previously In Good 
Standing Currently 
Seeking 
Reaccreditation 

December 2024 
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*The Nursing program was placed on Warning status for 2021, but were cleared of that 
status in January 2025. The institution has been actively collaborating with NCBON to 
address the 3-year low pass rate that initiated the warning and has made steady progress 
to improve this pass rate. While the pass rate still technically falls below the threshold, the 
NCBON determined it would “not [take] any adverse action as a direct result of the pass 
rate” while encouraging the institution to continue working to improve the 3-year rate. 

Other than NCBON, the College has not been subject to any sanctions, adverse actions, or 
voluntary resignations of accreditation in the past two years. There are no pending 
circumstances that could result in negative actions by any recognized accreditor or state 
authorizing agency. 

This documentation satisfies HLC’s requirement for an inventory of accreditation 
relationships and disclosure of any related actions or events. 

 

Evidence 12: Board Authorization 
The Haywood Community College Board of Trustees (BOT) has formally authorized the 
college to seek institutional accreditation with the Higher Learning Commission (HLC). 

A draft copy of the official meeting minutes documenting this approval is included below 
(these minutes are pending final approval at the next BOT meeting). This satisfies the HLC 
requirement for evidence of governing board authorization to pursue accreditation. 

2025-05-06 Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 
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